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Duck Lake Channel  

has been providing 

“Kodak  Moments” for  over  80  years 
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Known for it’S 

clear waters,  

quieT  setting 

and award 

winning 

sunsets, Duck 

Lake is Roughly 

270 acres in size, 

two  miles  long 

and  one  mile 

wide.  The lake 

has 4.5 miles of 

shoreline and 

an average 

depth of nearly 

25 ft. WITH spots 

that reach 60 ft. 
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Duck Lake Memories 

The Early Years 

The History of Duck Lake spans nearly 200 years 

and is rich in heartfelt success stories of hard 

working immigrants from Europe that came to 

this country to make a better life for 

themselves and their families.  Fruitland 

Township was fortunate to have many of these 

families  make  thIER  mark  in  the  Duck  Lake  

area.   

 

This presentation focuses on some of the first 

settlers of Duck Lake from the lumbering area 

in the mid-Late  1800’s thru the boom of the Lake 

resorts IN  the  first  part  of  the  1900’s.        
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In 1790, Nova Scotian Joseph La Framboise, Western 

Michigan's agent for the John Jacob Astor Fur 

Company, was given a land grant by Astor to build a 

log cabin on the oldest historical spot in the White 

Lake area — "Jibshi Sagagen," or Duck Lake as we know 

it today.   
 

 As agent for Astor, the cabin was one of a unit of 20 

trading stations established in the latter days of 

the famous Astor regime.  These trading posts were 

part of a "fur claim" stretching across the pine 

covered slopes of Michigan from the Kalamazoo 

River to Grand Traverse Bay.  The log cabin was 14 ft 

by 16 ft, with a chimney made of 4 large upright logs, 

interior walls covered with clay and straw and a 

narrow porch facing Lake Michigan.  In 1806 Joseph 

was killed by an Indian near Lowell Michigan.  His 

widow, Madame La Framboise, was a very remarkable 

woman.  She was the child of French Canadian/Ottawa 

Indian parents and educated by the French.  She 

grew up with her Ottawa Indian mother at the mouth 

of the Grand River in Grand Haven.   

Duck  Lake’s  First  Settler 
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Her fur trade spanned the entire west 

coast of Michigan and in 1818 she sold 

to Astor's American Fur Company for a 

reported “small fortune” and retired 

on Mackinac Island.  

La Framboise became active in 

founding a school on Mackinac Island 

for Native American children and 

supporting charitable activities 

until  her  death  in  1846.  

As one of the most prominent early 

businesswomen of Michigan, she was 

elected in 1984 to the Michigan Women's 

Hall of Fame. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: White Laker, 100 Year Addition Jan 30, 1974, 

White Lake Observer July 12-1978, 

History of American Women Jan 2013, Wikipedia 
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 In 1844, Charles Mears, a business man 

from Massachusetts purchased the property 

at the mouth of Duck Lake.  He built a dam at 

the site of the current Duck Lake Bridge, a 

water powered saw mill, boarding house, 

store, blacksmith shop and stable.  The 

lumber camp was known as “The Middle House”.   

In 1856 a three story boarding house was 

erected and the small hamlet was often 

called Cork Point.   The small hamlet for a 

number of years was the center of activity 

for the whole surrounding territory.   The 

Duck Lake store supplied the needs of 

settler and Indians alike.  The local Ottawa 

population number as much as 3000. 

Charles Mears  
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For 25 years Charles Mears was the recognized leader and businessman in 

the area.  During this time HE purchaseD over 40,000 acres of prime timber 

lands, most from the U.S. Government Land office for $1.25/acre and 

included over 2000 acres surrounding Duck Lake.  He constructed and 

operated 15 saw mills and built five harbors for the transport of lumber.  

One of those harbors was the pier at the mouth of Duck Lake on Lake 

Michigan.  It was serviced weekly by the schooner he built; “Propeller”, 

that regularly transported lumber to Chicago and supplies back to west 

Michigan.  

Sources: Charles Mears, Pioneer of the White Lake Area 
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Charles Mears 

Legacy 

Mr. Mears also served in the State Senate and was an early 

member of a newly founded political party, the 

Republicans.  He was a personal friend of Abraham Lincoln.  

In November of 1858 the two saw mills were destroyed by 

fire, reportedly by a group of drunken disgruntled 

unpaid laborers.  With over 10,000 logs in the waters of 

Duck Lake, a new steam saw mill was shipped from Chicago 

and ready for production in late 1859.  By the late 1800’s 

the vast forests of towering white pine had been complete 

stripped from the local landscape and the lumber 

industry had moveD inland and farther north.  Aided by 

the introduction of railroad service in the state, the 

boom times of Charles Mears had moved on. 

 

Sources: Charles Mears, Pioneer of the White Lake Area 
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First  Newspaper  Headline   Dec  23, 1859 

First Mapped 1837 

Second Survey 1859 

….Several 

enterprising 

 lumbering  

villages have 

established 

including 

 the one at the 

mouth 

 of Duck lake 

Edward H. Townsend  became  the  first  postmaster of  

the  village  of  Duck  Lake  which  when developed 

was  in  Ottawa  County.    Muskegon  County  was  not 

organized  until  1859.   The  post  office  opened  on 

March  24, 1856,  and  was  closed  July  24, 1858  and  the 

village  faded  into  a  hamlet. 
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Henrick  Scheider 

…Henry Snyder 

One of Duck Lake’s prominent founding 

families following the lumbering era 

was that of Henrick (Henry) Schneider.  

Born in Germany in 1837 he first settled 

in Chicago working in the stock yards 

and at the age of 20 moved to Duck Lake 

to make his fortune as a lumber jack 

working for Mears.  He built a log 

cabin a few hundred yards south of 

Duck Lake and in 1870 took title, signed 

by President Ulysses S. Grant, to 154 

acres of property south of Duck Lake 

channel and encompassing over one 

mile of Lake Michigan shoreline.   

Plot Map 

1877 
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He built a respectable farm that included 

several acres of raspberries and fruit trees 

and also a roofing shingle mill.  Each summer 

his produce ended up in Chicago markets via 

Goodrich Boat Co. that docked at Michillinda 

Beach  Lodge  a  half  mile  north  of  Duck  Lake.   
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Snyder  Boys 
Circa 1912 

Corner  Scenic  &  Duck  Lake  Rd 

6171  Duck  Lake  Rd 
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F W Beers 1877 Muskegon County Atlas 

Source: Dan Yates Collection  

Indian  Trail 

to  

Whitehall 

 

Future 

 Duck  lake  Road 
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U.S. Census 1900 

South  Side  Duck  lake 

Louise  Snyder 

Germany 

Christ  Hinze 

Germany 

Christ  Hesse 

Germany 
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1920 U.S. Census 
South Side Duck Lake 

Louise  Snyder 

Christ  Hinze 

Henry 

Walters 

Germany 

Rudolf  Ruben 

Sweden 
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Build It and They 

Will Come 

Scenic  Drive  at  Duck  Lake  

Channel  1927  

Under  construction  by 

The  Muskegon  County  Road  
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Chicago  

Tribune 

June 1917 
 

 

1 Week Room  & Board 

$8-10 

Round  Trip  Steamer 

Chicago – White  Lake 

10  Hour  Trip 

Including  Bunk 

 $7.00 

David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16 



Michillinda Landing 

Lakeside 

 Inn 
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City Dock Whitehall 

Ferries  from  City  Dock 

Lakeside  

Inn 
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Duck Lake Resorts 

1900 - 1935 
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Lake View Farm 
The Lake View Farm resort was very typical.  The proprietor, Christ 

Hinze, immigrated from Germany in the late 1800’s and bought 

property on Duck Lake in 1898.  He and his family cleared the land, 

established a berry farm and started taking summer vacationers 

from Chicago.   By 1920 he had expanded his farm house to 14 bedrooms 

and a dining hall that could seat 125 guests.  He had a model T Ford 

that would pick up guests at the Goodrich Boat dock in Whitehall.  

The resort operated until 1936 when the advent of the automobile 

detracted from destination vacation spots popular the first part 

of the century.    

View North 

5780  Duck  lake  Rd 
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Lakeview Farm 

  Hinze Resort 

View  South  Across  Duck  lake  Rd 

Muskrat Lake 
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Lakeview Farm 

  Hinze Resort 

Hinze  Cottage  1916 Hinze  Cottage  1923 

Hinze  Family 1919 
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Duck Lake Inn… 

Walters Place 

The Duck Lake Inn was operated by Harry Walters and his 

wife who also came from Germany.  They purchased 

property adjacent  to the Hinze resort.  By 1920 the resort 

included the main two story house, guest cottage, kitchen 

and dining building, ice house and a dance and pool hall on 

the lake.  Many Saturdays during prohibition the dance 

hall had over a 100 vacationers from miles around enjoying 

their summer vacations. The Inn  operated  until  Helen  

Walter  died  in  1955. 

5738  Duck  Lake  Rd Street View  Lake View  
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View North East  from 

Lakeview Farm Barn Loft  

Duck  Lake  Inn 

Walters  Place Lake  Park 

Camp  Ruben 

Duck creek  

1925 Duck  Lake  Road 

Dirt  two track 

Walters  

Dance Hall 
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Walters  Dance  Hall 

1921 

1919 
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Walters  Dance  Hall 

1925 
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Duck lake Resort 

The Duck Lake Resort was started by another first generation German 

family led by Christ Hesse.  The family had been stone masons in 

Germany dating back to the 1600’s.  Christ and his brother Fred had 

worked in Chicago building cobblestone streets.  In 1893 they had saved 

enough money to buy property on the east end of Duck Lake.   They 

cleared the land and built a 3 story home for their family and summer 

guests and began advertising their summer resort in the 1902 Chicago 

Tribune.  The resort was known for entertaining it’s summer guests 

with several Shakespearean plays put on by local actors over the 

summer season.  Christ Hesse was responsible for building the first 

bridge over Duck Creek resulting in a direct route to White Lake and 

Whitehall.  He later gifted the bridge and access property to the 

township and it is now Nestrom road.   
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Duck Lake Resort 

Christ  Hesse 

The main house had 

20 bedrooms and 

seven small 

cottages  were also 

part of the resort.  

The Hesses ran the 

resort until 1916.  It  

reopened  in 1920 and 

it was leased to the 

YMCA much of the 

next decade 
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Duck Lake Resort 

Acting  Troop 

Circa 

1910 
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Duck Lake Resort  

Actors  Party   

 Duck  Lake  Channel  

CIRCA 1910 
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Duck Lake Hero 
Herbert J. Hesse, 16, farmhand and son of Christ Hesse, saved Carrie E. 

Krause, 26, and Elsie G. Breytspraak, 22, from drowning, Whitehall, 

Michigan, July 14, 1909. Hesse, who had suffered a slight heat stroke 

four hours previously, swam 50 feet to the women, who had gotten 

beyond their depth in Duck Lake. He grasped Miss Breytspraak while 

she held to Mrs. Krause, who was under the water, he succeeded in 

swimming to shore with both women.   

Herbert received the Carnegie metal, a gold watch and $1000 cash 

which he USED TO purchase 40 acres of local property .  He cleared 

the wooded parcel using the lumber to build a house and planted a 

berry farm.   Herbert fought in WWI and was a building contractor 

until he died in 1969. 

  

 

Congratulatory  Telegram  

from  Herbert’s  Sister  

David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16 



Christ  &  Augusta  Hesse 

1949 

1955 

Passing  of  Early  Settlers 

Of  Duck  Lake 
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Rubens’ Lake Park Resort 

In 1914 Rudolf Ruben and his brother Karin, Swedish 

immigrants, purchased four acres on Duck Lake for 

$600.  They built a two story home and began 

advertising in the Chicago Daily Tribune for summer 

vacationers.  “Bathing, boating and fishing $8/week”.  

Over time the Rubens expanded the resort and added 

seven small cottages and a dining hall.  The resort 

operated until 1937. 

  

5666 Duck Lake Rd 
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Camp Ruben 

1914 Tent City on Lake front 

Camp Kitchen 
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Lake Park 1917 
Seven small frame cottages  

2016 
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This place is run by 

Rudolf Ruben and his 

wife of Chicago.  Mr. 

Ruben is of the 

Swedish Aristocracy.  

My Dad knew of the 

family in Sweden.  I 

have an invite to visit 

them at the resort  

and hope to avail 

myself of that 

privilege and take 

dinner with them 

some Sunday 

July 22, 1919 

Lake  Park 1919 
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Lake Park  

1917 

2016 
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Never  a  dull  Moment 
A closing  Footnote 

Over  the  last  40  years,  Duck  

Lake  has  not  been  without  its  

share  of  controversy  and  

concern, generally  surrounding  

development  and  change .  

Interesting  to  note  that  this  is 

not  a  new  phenomena…. 
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Name Change  

???? 
 

In Fall of 1900  the 

Hon. J.J  Gee 

Introduced a bill  in 

Lansing to  change 

the name  of  Duck 

Lake  to  Michillinda 

Lake.  Residents  of 

Michillinda  felt  the 

new  name  would 

better  describe  the 

developing farm 

produce  business  of 

the  time.  Wide 

spread  opposition  

to  the  Name  change 

prevailed.  
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August  1913 

Another Near 

Miss…  
 

Muskegon County 

commissioners and  

Resort Promoters  

unsuccessfully 

pushed 

for a dam across 

Duck Lake Channel 

and a Railroad  from  

North Muskegon to 

Ludington 
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About  the  Author…. 

Dave Pequet was born in Grand Rapids in 1952 and graduated from MSU.  His first time on Duck 

Lake was as a Boy Scout in 1963.  He was on the staff of Camp Shawondossee the last year the camp 

was open in 1968 and was a summer caretaker of the property thru 1974.  After college, Pequet was 

commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Navy Aviation Program.  Following the Navy he entered Wall 

Street and has owned a registered investment advisory firm in Chicago for 30 plus years.  Dave, and 

his wife Chris of forty years, purchased property on Duck Lake in 1985.   Pequet has been on the 

Board of Directors for the Duck Lake Riparian Owners Association for 14 years and is it’s current 

President. 
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